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Student Web designers are on the job

Chavez tribute day

by Shirley Melikian Armbruster

C

F

or Fresno State senior Ahmad
Alomaireeni, the decision to
become proficient in Web
design was a simple one: “It’s the wave
of the future.”
So Ahmad dabbled a little in design,
took an interactive media class and
learned from his friends who were
designing Web sites. Then he got serious
about it and enrolled in a class to train
student Web designers, offered by the
campus Web office.
Ahmad was among the first five students
to complete the class and earn certification. Now he’s working on various Web
projects for university departments and
programs - and he enjoys it.
“It’s a creative field,” said Ahmad, an
international student from Kuwait. He
said that when he returns home after he
graduates this summer, he’ll look for job
opportunities in Web design, as well as
in television broadcasting. His major is
Mass Communications and Journalism.
Web Manager Candace Lee Egan said
Ahmad is among six students certified in
Web design. Another 17 soon will
complete certification, which includes
13 hours of training, including university Web policy and procedures, and a
final project of working with a campus
client to create a home page and a

Ahmad Alomaireeni, a student, is one of the first five Web-certified students now
available to help design university Web pages.
secondary page.
“We view this as similar to a ‘temp’
agency for people who don’t need a fulltime person but want someone to
develop or expand a home page,” said
Egan. Students work on an as-needed
basis for the defined project, with
services provided on a charge-back basis
covering the time and supplies.

the server and downloading pages from
the server.
• Digital photography and editing of
Web site images to conform to
accessibility standards.

In addition to design and creation of
Web pages, other services include:

The Web office also maintains a list of
the certified students who are interested
in working on a longer-term basis as
Web designers by departments, academic
programs and affiliated programs that
would like this capability on their staff.

• On-site assistance in using FrontPage
to create accessible Web pages.

For more information, contact the Web
Office at 8-8595.

• On-site assistance in posting pages to

Fresno State wines win international awards
by Tom Uribes

F

our Fresno State student-produced
wines–some already winners of
state fair medals last summer–have
scored worldwide with honors at the
11th Annual Jerry Mead 2001 New
World International Wine Competition
in February.
Fresno State winemaster Ken Fugelsang
will attend the “Jerry D. Mead Inland

Empire Wine Extravaganza, Gold Medal
Showcase and Auction” on April 29 in
Ontario to receive the medals.
The winning wines were: the Muscato
2000 from the John Diener Vineyard,
which won two honors: a Gold Medal
and Best of Class.
The Barbera 1999, from Duarte Linden
Hills Vineyard, won a Silver Medal, as

did the White Zinfandel 2000 from
grapes grown on the Fresno State
campus. California Sunshine White
Table Wine 1999 won a Bronze Medal.
The Feb. 11 competition was open
to wines produced anywhere in the
“New World,” including all of North
America, Central America, South America,
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa.

esar L. Chavez, grandson of
the late United Farm Workers
founder, and columnist Roberto
Rodriguez will highlight a four-day
observance on campus March 26-29.
This will be the first full tribute to
Cesar Chavez since his birthday
was made a state holiday last year.
A week’s worth of activities has
been funded by the CSU
Chancellor’s Office as part of the
effort to educate the public about
Chavez’s work on behalf of farm
workers, said Ofelia Gamez,
director of the College Assistance
Migrant Program. With his wife,
Patrisia Gonzales, Rodriguez has
been writing a syndicated column,
Column of the Americas, distributed by Universal Press Syndicate
since 1994. Their column is
published in several dozen
newspapers nationwide. For a full
schedule of activities, please see the
Calendar in this issue.

News Briefs
Kinesiology professor
awarded national grant
Kinesiology professor Wade Gilbert
has been awarded funding from the
Research Consortium of the American
Alliance for Health, Physical
Education, Recreation and Dance
(AAHPERD) to pursue research on
the science of coaching. The $4,887
grant will help fund Gilbert’s efforts
to create a comprehensive catalog of
scientific research on coaching for
practical applications by coaches.
“This grant is a tremendous honor
and will allow me to provide
financial support and research
guidance for a small group of
aspiring scholars in sport science,”
Gilbert said. “There has been a
tremendous amount of research on
coaching that remains in the
scientific journal and thus hasn’t
been applied to coaching practice.
Once developed, this catalog can
then be used by coaches, educators,
and researchers to learn more about
multiple areas of coaching.”
Dr. Gilbert’s research proposal
entitled, An Annotated Bibliography and Analysis of Coaching
Science, was one of three chosen
from those submitted by researchers
in the health, physical education,
recreation and dance fields
nationwide. A distinguished panel
of experienced and nationally
recognized researchers evaluated
each proposal.
Grad Faire March 28-29
The Fresno State Alumni Association will host its first Grad Faire
on March 28-29 on the University
Student Union balcony. University
departments, organizations and
businesses affiliated with Fresno
State will be on hand to offer
information and services for
students expecting to earn undergraduate, graduate and doctoral
degrees. In addition, the Alumni
Association will offer annual
memberships at a student rate of
$25. The fee will include a membership card, chrome license plate
frame, miscellaneous items and
discount coupons for alumni
merchandise sold at the Kennel
Bookstore. The Grad Faire will
also kick off the first day of sales
for graduation accessories such as
caps, gowns and graduation
announcements.
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Recent Developments
Training Handbooks – Go to http://
www.csufresno.edu/web/factrain/
factrain.html for downloadable versions
of some of the training handbooks used
in the Web workshops.

by Candace Egan
Web Manager

H

ave you registered your campus
Web site in the university search
engine? If your Web site does not
come up in the search engine it needs
to be registered.
The university Web search engine
requires your participation in order for
your site to be included. Check that your
site follows the applicable Web policy
guidelines and then register your site at
http://www.csufresno.edu/CSUF/directories.
This process provides us with the URL
for the site and your descriptive information for searching.
The Web policy, found at http://
www.csufresno.edu/CSUF/webguidelines/,
describes the guidelines for various types
of Web pages. Unique guidelines apply
to official units (Item 2 in the policy),
affiliated organizations (Item 4) and
personal and professional pages (Item 5).
Web Designer Resources
http://www.csufresno.edu/web/resources/
resources.htm
The Web Office has added a new section
to its Web site for Web designers, Web
Designer Resources. This page provides
links to information and tools for
campus Web designers. Links are
provided to the following resources:

•Academic Department
Homepage Template
Sample Web pages and a downloadable
worksheet for creating an academic
department Web site. Includes html
templates for an Official Unit home
page and two secondary pages.
•Student Organization Homepage
Template
•Sample Web pages for creating a
recognized student organization Web
site. Includes html templates for a
home page and several typical secondary pages.
•Campus Photo Archive
This archive provides a limited number
of digital photos of the campus. Coming
soon will be a service through which you
can request photos to be e-mailed to you
based on thumbnail images.
•Project Management Forms
Forms to help you plan and manage
your Web pages.
•Reading List
Online articles about Web design for
any student of the Web.

Training for student employees – A
training for students employed on
campus to work as Web designers is
being offered in April. To be eligible
a student must be sent by his or her
supervisor. The workshop is April 27-29.
A small number of seats are still
available. Contact the Web Office (ext.
8-8595) for more information or to get
your student on the participants list.
Additional workshops will be offered
this summer and next fall.
Web Accessibility Resource List – The
resource list has been updated and now
includes links to: Web Accessibility
Standards, Articles and Research, Screen
Reading Demo, Web Development
Tools, Tips and Techniques, National
Web Accessibility Organizations,
University and College Web sites, and
Vendor Accessibility Web sites. The
resources list is at http://www.csufresno.edu/
webaccess/resources/inforesources1.htm.
For more information about Fresno
State’s Web, contact the University
Relations Web Office at ext. 8-8595 or
candace@csufresno.edu.

Amerasia Week in Review

The photos at left are from performances during
the 30th annual Amerasia Week Celebration,
which was March 7-10 at Fresno State.
The annual celebration included nightly events
such as films, dance and music performances and
learning opportunities. The annual event is
designed to showcase the Asian American culture
in Central California and the United States.

Lyles gift plants seed for Innovation Center

A

new San Joaquin Valley hub
for innovation and entrepreneurship will be located in
the planned Save Mart Center complex
on campus thanks to a generous gift
from a Fresno business.
The innovation center is being funded
by a gift from Lyles Diversified, Inc.
In recently announcing the new
innovation center, President Welty said,
“the generosity of the Lyles family will
enable the university to play an even
more vital role in encouraging the development of new businesses in the Valley.”
The exact cost of the new center was not
specified, but Welty described the gift as
“very substantial.” The amount of the
gift will be large enough to prompt the
university to authorize naming the new
center “The Lyles Center for Innovation
and Entrepreneurship.”
The center will be housed in the west
complex directly adjacent to the Save
Mart Center.
“This center will build upon the activities
already under way in entrepreneurship
led by the Craig School of Business,”
Welty said. “The mission of the new
center is to encourage and promote
innovation and entrepreneurship to
result in new business start-ups and
new product launches.”
The center will also focus on educating
entrepreneurs about opportunities
available in markets across the United
States and around the globe. The center
will provide intellectual and applied
leadership to students, educators and
business leaders to promote the values

and practices of innovation and
entrepreneurship.
William M. (Bill) Lyles is president and
chief executive officer of Lyles Diversified
in Fresno. The company has been
involved in construction, real estate
and development, underground pipeline
and utility construction, heavy concrete
and mechanical construction, as well as
manufacturing of closed circuit television surveillance equipment, and
agricultural manufacturing operations.
Three generations of Lyles family
members currently are involved in
running the company.
Lyles continues a family tradition of
providing substantial support to the
academic programs at Fresno State.
The Lyles family has provided major
gifts to the Craig School of Business, the
School of Education and Human
Development, the Business Associates
program, the College of Arts and
Humanities, the Henry Madden
Library, the Family Business Institute,
the Bulldog Foundation and the
Save Mart Center.
William Lyles is a long-time member of
the university’s President’s Circle and a
member of the Board of Governors for
the California State University, Fresno
Foundation. In 1999, he was awarded
one of the university’s highest honors the California State University, Fresno
Foundation Service Award.
His involvement with the Craig School
of Business includes service as chair of
the Business Advisory Council, and
member of the Business Associates and
Institute for Family Business. Lyles was

Lyles Diversified Inc. president and CEO William Lyles, center, and Craig School of
Business Dean Fred Evans answer reporters’ questions recently about the donation from
the Fresno company that will fund the Lyles Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship.
also the School’s Entrepreneur-inResidence for 1999-2000, and
convocation speaker for the 2000
graduating class.
Fred Evans, dean of the Craig School of
Business, said the new Center for
Innovation and Entrepreneurship “will
be the hub of a unique academic
community that will support job
creation and spark business formation in
Central California. The Center will
build on the university’s growing
undergraduate and graduate programs in
entrepreneurship and business creation.”
In 1996, the Craig School’s
entrepreneurship program ranked 37th
in the nation.

Wonder what
Trent Dilfer is doing in town? Look
for the story in the
next University
Journal!

“This is a significant gift that will help
propel California State University,
Fresno to the forefront of national
entrepreneurship education. But more
important, it will enable every citizen
of the Central Valley to participate in
the entrepreneurial experience either
by tapping their innovative ideas or
helping them build their business,”
said Professor Timothy Stearns, the
Coleman Foundation Chairholder in
Entreprenueurial Studies.
In addition to the Lyles Center, the west
complex of the Save Mart Center will
house support functions for an
innovation incubator, an e-business
center, the 300-seat Leon and Pete Peters
“Classroom of the Future,” which will
explore the uses of leading edge
technologies in teaching, and other
related activities. The complex will also
include a new student recreation center,
approved last fall by the students in a
campus referendum.
The estimated value of the Save Mart
Center complex exceeds $100 million
and will be the largest, privately funded
project in the history of the California
State University system.
Fresno State is now completing the
initial fund-raising effort for the Save
Mart Center, with more than $87
million raised from corporate
sponsorships, private gifts, luxury suites
and Arena Builder seats. More than
8,500 seats have been reserved through
the sale of personal seat licenses.
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Blooming where you’re planted
by April Schulthies

chair. During that time, Bloom said she
learned to “hold a steady course” when
disagreements arose. For her work as the
chair of the Academic Senate, she
received the 1996-97 Provost’s Teaching
Award for Service.

A

s a professor of communication,
Melanie Bloom helps her students
tap into their own unique abilities. She
knows that persistence is half the battle.
While Bloom does try to engender the
right conditions for student success, she
doesn’t feel she should get the credit. “I
create the context and environment to
release the students’ energy and creativity,” Bloom said.
Bloom was recognized for her outstanding concern for students when she
received honorary membership in the
Golden Key Society and Phi Kappa Phi.
The communication professor came to
Fresno in 1970 and started teaching
seventh- and eighth-grade English. A
year later she began teaching at Fresno
City College, where she taught full time
until 1976, when her first child was
born. She continued to teach part time
at Fresno City College, but when
Proposition 13 passed in the late ’70s,
she began teaching part time at Fresno
State. Then, in 1980, she started teaching
at Fresno State, where she became a
tenure track faculty in 1988.
One of Bloom’s first responsibilities was
to teach two courses: intercultural

Currently Bloom is adviser for the
Professional Communication Association,
a student group that helps communication
majors network. The money PCA earns
underwrites student activities such as a
retreat that helps communication
students prepare for the work force.
The right approach and perseverance bring
results, according to Professor Melanie
Bloom. She says she never confuses civility
for weakness.
communication and communication in
an instruction setting. She is pleased that
through faculty efforts both courses are
now permanent fixtures; one is part of
the liberal studies program and one is
part of upper division General Education.
Teaching wasn’t the only responsibility
Bloom took on her shoulders. In 1989,
she was elected to represent her department in the Academic Senate. The
following year, she was asked to be vice
chair, and from 1994-97 she served as its

Although Bloom said it was hard to get
things off the ground, the group has a
number of successful activities. In
election year 2000, the students won
first prize for their float with the theme
“Bark the Vote,” featuring Bush, Gore, a
Bulldog and a voting booth shaped
like a doghouse. The float was supposed
to be small but ended up large enough
to fill the back of a semitrailer and
flatbed truck.
Bloom appreciates the students’ hard
work. “There was a tremendous
willingness from the students to invest
themselves in the group and make it
work,” Bloom said.

Bloom is also part of the Faculty Staff
Christian Fellowship Advisory Council
and says that her faith has sustained her
in difficult times, such as dealing with
diabetes. Diagnosed with diabetes
two years ago, Bloom has been active
raising funds for the Juvenile Diabetes
Foundation. She said her efforts are
appropriate since her father and his
father died from complications of
diabetes; her husband was diagnosed
with diabetes in the 1980s.
Eating white bread, potatoes, and pastas
increases your insulin levels, Bloom said.
She tries to eat healthier, balanced meals,
with protein and vegetables accompanying
carbohydrates.
“Diabetes is a silent killer,” Bloom said.
“You don’t even know you’re diabetic unless
you get your blood sugar levels tested.”
Bloom has been married to Vincent
Bloom, chair of the Department of
Communication, for 32 years. She has
two children. Her daughter Becky is 24,
married, and has a 7-month-old baby
girl named Shelby. Her son, David, is 21
and attends Fresno City College.
Her family is completed by a standard
poodle, Simone, and a black stray cat.
Bloom said the cat has decided it belongs
to the dog, and the two groom each
other incessantly, in direct opposition to
the expression “fighting like cats and dogs.”

Downing Planetarium marks one-year anniversary
by Shirley Melikian Armbruster

T

he Downing Planetarium, which is
proving to be “universally” popular
with children and adults throughout the
San Joaquin Valley, celebrates its first
anniversary on April 8.
In the first year, nearly 25,000 people
scanned the artificial heavens from the
comfort of the planetarium’s recliner
chairs. They watched programs that
combine science, mythology and history,
and viewed a constellation tour, all
projected on a 30-foot dome.
Dr. Steven J. White (Physics), planetarium director, said he is pleased with
the attendance figures. “Our goal is to
bring astronomy to the public,” he said.
“Dr. Downing [planetarium benefactor]
wanted it accessible and affordable for
children and the public. We’re running
this more as a museum. That’s good for
the sciences and just a nice thing for the
people of Fresno and the Valley. And it’s
available for our Fresno State students, too.”
Few campuses of the California State
University system have planetariums, and
4 University Journal

none of them focuses on public programming, as Downing Planetarium does.
White and student assistants constantly
work on preparing new programs, which
take 100 to 200 hours each, depending
on complexity. That involves individual
handling of 200-300 slides, which are
placed in 29 projectors throughout the
dome, and preparing and coordinating
CD soundtrack and video clips on laser
disk players. Then, a computer is
programmed to run the precision
changes that make a show run smoothly.
Among the improvements at the
planetarium in the first year were a new
star projector and specially built sound
proofing cabinets for the slide projectors.
This spring, a new, domed observatory
will be added outside the planetarium to
house a 16-inch telescope. A computercontrolled digital camera will allow
White to run the telescope from inside
the planetarium and project images
from space onto the dome. The telescope
also will be used for scientific research by
Fresno State students and faculty.

He also would like to have a mural
painted in the lobby, get a display built
to allow handling of the university’s
10,000-year-old meteorite, a 65-pound
iron and nickel specimen that landed in
South Africa, and create a science
museum in the planetarium.
What could be done to take the
planetarium to the next level? White
suggests an IMAX-type 70mm all-dome
movie theater projector. “There are some
great educational films out there and
there is nothing like the experience of
70mm projected onto a large dome. It
seems so real,” he said.
To help with funding, White is seeking
permanent seat sponsorships ($1,000)
each and Donor Wall sponsorships for
Founders Circle ($5,000 and above) and
Sustaining Members ($2,500 to $4,999).
The planetarium was named for
Dr. F. Harold Downing, a long-time
Fresno orthopedist, who presented
the university with gifts totaling
$2.3 million for science scholarships
and the 74-seat planetarium.

Shows for school groups are screened
from one to eight times a day, three days
a week. In addition, the planetarium has
a Saturday afternoon children’s program,
two public shows on Friday evenings and
one on Saturday. The planetarium will
be closed April 6-15, during the
university’s spring break.
Admission is $4 for adults and $2 for
children and students. For show information call ext. 8-4121; school and civic
group reservations call ext. 8-4071 or
visit the planetarium on the Web at
www.downing-planetarium.org.

FYI

FYI covers on-campus announcements and advance notice of events.
Submissions from faculty and staff are invited. Submit typewritten information to Journal, M/S TA49, fax it to
ext. 8-2436, or e-mail the material to journal@csufresno.edu. The deadline for the next issue is April 5 at 5 p.m.

Campus Announcements

Bookstore celebrates
Kennel Bookstore is celebrating its 31st
anniversary Thursday, March 29, with a
cake cutting at 2 p.m. The campus
community is invited to take advantage
of discounts in various departments and
to enjoy free popcorn and music of the
’70s from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. A free gift
will be included with any clothing
purchase.
Pancake breakfast
Staff Assembly hosts the annual Vintage
Days Kickoff Breakfast Thursday, April 19,
from 7 to 10 a.m. in the Free Speech Area
in front of Carl’s Jr. Tickets are $4 and are
available from Staff Assembly Executive
Committee members. Casanova Entertainment will again be there with fun and
games. For more information, call Lynn
Traber at ext. 8-5284 or Annette Harvey
at ext. 8-2277.
FSCF Spring Luncheon
The annual Faculty/Staff Christian
Fellowship Spring Luncheon will be held
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday,
April 5, in the Residence Dining Facility.
Chris Erdman, pastor of University
Presbyterian Church, will speak and
music will be provided by the Fresno
State Choir Quartet. Tickets are $8.50
each and are sold in advance only by
FSCF board members. For more
information, call ext. 8-5680.
Emeriti Luncheon
The Annual Emeriti Luncheon will be
held Thursday, April 19, in the Residence

Local photographer Kelly Peterson captured this shy but inquisitive preschooler. Peterson was on campus to
take photographs for several college brochures and posters currently in production at University Relations. The
playground is located in the Family/Food Sciences preschool.

Dining Facility. Those being honored
this year were awarded emeritus status at
the 2000 commencement. Included are
J. Richard Arndt, Advising and Testing
Services; Sally L. Ayer, Kinesiology;
Felton Burns, Health and Psychological
Services; N. Joanne Caid, Food Science
and Nutrition; Richard P. Ciula,
Chemistry; Marlene Dehn, Nursing;
Gene “Red” Estes, Kinesiology; George

International Coffee Hour explores global diversity

E

ver wondered what it’s like living in a different land or about the customs
of other people in the world?

Fresno State’s International Coffee Hour each Tuesday gives the campus
community insight into the world, through the eyes of our students. The coffee
hour is from 3 to 4 p.m. in the University Restaurant throughout the spring
semester. The Coffee Hours are hosted by the International Student Services
and Programs and the University Student Union Diversity Awareness Program.
Those interested in expanding their knowledge about the world are welcome.
The program provides students the opportunity to meet and become friends
with others from around the world, and provides international students an
opportunity to share their country and culture with the campus community.
For upcoming programs see the University Calendar inserted in this Journal.
For other information on the Coffee Hours, call ext. 8-2782 or 8-2741.

A. Flynn, Mass Communication and
Journalism; H. Marshall Goodwin,
History; Harold H. Haak, Political
Science; John A. Jacobs, Animal Sciences
and Agricultural Education; Shien-min
“James” Jen, Anthropology; Elena F.
Kissick, Food Science and Nutrition;
Gary M. Koch, Plant Science; Dennis C.
Kuzma, Mechanical and Industrial
Engineering; Paul M. Lange, Finance
and Business Law; Robert E. Lee,
Geography; C. Dean Mitchell, Chemistry; David T. Natharius, Communication; Elizabeth N. Nelson, Sociology;
Donna R. Pickel, Kinesiology; Richard
L. Pinkerton, Marketing and Logistics;
Billie L. Poston, Kinesiology (posthumously); Erving C. Ruhl, Social Work
Education; Elden K. Shaw, Electrical and
Computer Engineering; Adriana N.
Slaniceanu, Foreign Languages and
Literatures; Gayle A. Sobolik, Information Systems and Decision Sciences;
Richard D. Tellier, Management; G.
“Vishu” Visweswaran, Social Work
Education; and Robert G. Ware, Theatre
Arts. A special reception in honor of the
new emeriti will begin at 11:30 a.m. and
lunch will be served at noon. The cost

of the luncheon is $10 per person. Please
make check payable to California State
University, Fresno Foundation and mail
to Rosie Gutierrez, Office of the
President, M/S TA48, by April 5. For
more information, Rosie Gutierrez at
ext. 8-2324 or e-mail rosieg.
Life+Work+Links
Jason Thomas (ISIS Center) talks about
hiking from noon to 1 p.m. April 5 in
the Plant Operations conference room.
Health Fair 2001
A variety of creative booths and activities
will be offered at the annual Health Fair
Wednesday, April 25, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. in the Residence Dining Facility.
Participants can enter a drawing for
prizes that include Kings River rafting
trips and a mountain bike. Students,
faculty and staff are invited to attend free
of charge. A 1-, 2-, or 3-mile fitness
event starts and ends at the Health Fair
with start times from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
You may go at your own pace–walk, run,
or push a wheelchair.
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V

ision for the 21st Century:
A Plan for Excellence

All faculty, staff and administrators are
invited to participate in a universitywide
roundtable discussion on Wednesday,
May 9, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the
Satellite Student Union.
During the spring 2001 semester, ten
Strategic Planning Task Forces have been
engaged in a review of the university’s
current strategic plan – “Vision for the
21st Century: A Plan for Excellence.”
Based on their findings, campuswide
input and a review of current challenges
and opportunities facing higher
education in our region, state and
nation, task force co-chairs will also
present their recommendations on
strategic directions for the university over
the next three to five years.

Universitywide
Roundtable Discussion May 9
Strategic Planning Task Forces
and Co-Chairs — Spring 2001
Campus Community
• Dr. Luz Gonzalez, chair,
Department of Chicano and Latin
American Studies
• Joyce Weber, research technician,
Chemistry Department

Employees and Workplace
Development
• Susan Mangini, assistant to
the dean, Henry Madden Library
• Dr. Julie Olson-Buchanan,
Management Department
Facilities and Equipment
• Dr. James Kus, Geography
Department
• Dr. Ray Reichert, Art and
DesignDepartment
External Partnerships/
Collaborations
• Dr. Rich Berrett, Child, Family, and
Consumer Sciences Department
• Dr. Scott Houser, Economics
Department

Prior to the May 9 roundtable discussion
event (or campuswide “charrette”) a
schedule of the day’s task force presentations will be distributed to all faculty,
staff and administrators.

Students
• Maxine McDonald, executive
director, Academic Enhancement
Services

Mark your calendars now!

• Janell Tatsumura, lead adviser,
Liberal Studies, School of Education
and Human Development

• Dr. Luis Costa, dean, College of
Arts and Humanities

Faculty
• Dr. Paula Rechner, chair, Management Department

Technology
• Dr. Ellen Gruenbaum, dean,
College of Social Sciences

• Dr. Vida Samiian, associate dean,
College of Arts and Humanities

• Dr. Ethelynda Harding, director,
CETL

Academic Programs
• Dr. Max Futrell, interim associate
dean, College of Social Sciences

Athletics
• Dr. Kathy Adams, Department of
Communication

• Dr. Bob Maldonado, chair,
Philosophy Department

• Dr. Peter Simis, Information Systems
and Decision Sciences Department

All members of the campuswide
community are encouraged to attend
one or more of the task force presentations at the May 9 roundtable/
“charrette” event. Max Tadlock, strategic
planning consultant, will moderate the
discussion during the daylong event.
President John D. Welty will provide
an overview of the strategic planning
process on our campus. A full schedule
of the day’s events will be provided
prior to May 9.

External Resources
• Dr. Mike Botwin, Psychology
Department

The jury is made up exclusively of internationally recognized non-Belgium
scholars, who after reviewing the
elaborate files of each candidate meet
for two days in Brussels to choose the
winner from a field of some dozen
candidates. In addition to Kouymjian,
6 University Journal

The University Journal is published
monthly by the Office of University
Relations at California State University,
Fresno, to inform faculty and staff of
matters of mutual concern and to provide
a platform for the exchange of ideas.
E-mail: journal@csufresno.edu
Phone: (559) 278-2795
Fax:
(559) 278-2436
President
John D. Welty
Vice President for
University Advancement
Peter N. Smits
Assistant Vice President
for University Relations
Mark Aydelotte
Publications Director,
Journal Editor
Bruce R. Whitworth
Assistant Journal Editor/
Calendar Editor
Kay Conner
News Services Director
Shirley Melikian Armbruster
Public Information Specialist
Tom Uribes
Contributing Writer
April Schulthies
Graphics
Kay Conner
Photography
Robin Steitz
Tom Uribes

Otto Benavides
Associate Professor of Curriculum,
Teaching and Educational Technology
Melanie Bloom
Professor of Communication
Jo Ann Collins
Project Administrator, Administrative
Services
James Flanery
Roger Tatarian Chair of Professional
Journalism

Stephen Rodemeyer
Professor of Chemistry

there are three other jury members from
the United States, three from the United
Kingdom, two each from France and
Germany, and single scholars from the
Netherlands, Sweden and Taiwan.
The prize is awarded most years to
scholars in the hard sciences, but this year
it will go to a scholar in the humanities or
social sciences. The prize is named after
Emile Francqui, a banker and sometime
cabinet minister of Belgium who greatly
aided his countrymen during the famine
conditions of World War I.
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Dickran Kouymjian will serve on international committee
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Editorial Advisory Board
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For additional information on the university’s strategic planning process during the 2000-2001
academic year, please visit the
strategic planning website at www.csufresno.edu/plan or contact the Office of the President at ext. 8-2324

r. Dickran Kouymjian, director of
Fresno State’s Armenian Studies
Program, has been invited to serve on
the selection committee of the Francqui
Scientific Prize, Belgium’s equivalent to
the Nobel Prize.

University Journal

The next issue of the University Journal
will publish on April 16. Submissions are
due in Thomas Administration 107 no
later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, April 5.

The award will be made on Saturday,
April 21, by King Albert II of Belgium.
On the evening before there will be a
banquet for the jury and the candidates.

Submissions for the Journal or Calendar
items must be typed. Faxes and e-mail
will be accepted if received by
the deadline.

University Accreditation and Strategic Planning Interface
by John Shields and Patricia Hart
WASC accreditation is operating under
brand new guidelines, and Fresno State
has the exciting opportunity to be a
pioneer in defining how the guidelines will
be interpreted and implemented on this
campus. While the traditional institutional
self-study is still the mainstay of the
accreditation review, the focus has shifted
from an input orientation to an outcomes
emphasis. WASC is encouraging the initial
group of institutions seeking accreditation
under the revised guide-lines to be
innovative and to experiment. We are
being urged to generate creative ideas to
help define the shape and substance of
accreditation in the climate of performance
and accountability, not just for WASC,
but for the university’s own constituencies
and stakeholders.
WASC recognizes the costly nature of
accreditation and seeks to make the
investment of time and effort more
meaningful and worthwhile to the
institution, as opposed to merely
satisfying an external certification body.
Accordingly, WASC suggests that
campus strategic planning be utilized to
good advantage as a basis, in part, for the
accreditation self-study. Strategic
planning gives direction to the
institution’s future development, it
encompasses all facets of the university,
and it involves the participation of
representatives of campus entities and
groups. Moreover, the timing of this
third cycle of strategic planning coincides with the scheduled formulation of
the WASC self-study proposal during
spring semester 2001.
While the two initiatives dovetail and are
being coordinated, they are distinctly
separate–albeit parallel–endeavors. First,
the future vision and goals of the
university are being established by the
strategic planning task forces. Second,
issues and concerns related to the
university’s development and the
requisite resources are also part of the
strategic planning exercise.
At the same time, the WASC Self-Study
is required to address mission, vision,
resources, processes and outcomes in
light of two core commitments:
“Institutional Capacity” and “Educational Effectiveness.” The self-study
committee is charged with identifying
overarching “themes” that will guide the
institutional self-examination and
presumably cut across and perhaps unify
the strategic planning goals as they relate
to the core commitments.

review two years hence and the
“Educational Effectiveness”
review a year later [see below].

WASC Standards [see box at right]
must still be addressed by the self-study
steering committee, but the standards
now reflect a more holistic and outcomes-driven model than in previous
accreditations. Consequently, the WASC
group faces the challenge of identifying
indicators of performance outcomes and
determining their measurement as it
relates to “Educational Effectiveness”
and the standards. Finally, the WASC
committee has to create a Web-based
portfolio of evidentiary material that
supports the self-study report and presents
the university’s case for effectiveness.
Since both of these endeavors require
considerable campus participation,
energy, and ongoing consultation, the
natural overlap between them was
strengthened by design. They are,
however, definitely not duplicative. The
interface occurs through discussions at
periodic meetings of the Strategic
Planning Steering Committee. Professor
John Shields provides the link between
that group and the WASC Self-Study
Committee, ensuring that WASC
committee members have voice on
strategic planning initiatives and the
strategic planning committee members
provide feedback to WASC members
on the evolving framework of the selfstudy proposal.
Thus far, the two principal areas of
mutual interest have been the development of the draft “vision statement” for
the university and the draft self-study
“themes.” These will soon be finalized
and disseminated to the campus
community. Your participation is vital to
ensure that our Strategic Plan and
Accreditation processes will together
shape the future of our university. We
invite your comments and suggestions to
help take us to even higher levels of
“Educational Effectivness.”
The WASC schedule calls for a self-study
proposal to be completed by May 1.
Based on the results of the Charette
Process and on WASC feedback, the
proposal will be refined with approval
expected by next fall. At that point
implementation begins with an eye
toward the “Institutional Capacity”

In the next issue of the Journal,
the substance of the WASC
proposal will be discussed, with
special emphasis on the self-study
“themes” and their interplay with
the WASC Standards and the
commitment to “Educational Effectiveness”
and “Institutional Capacity.”

Accreditation Schedule
Proposal
Preparatory Site Visit

May 1, 2001
Fall, 2003

Accreditation Team Visit Fall, 2004

WASC Standards
Standard 1: Defining
Institutional Purposes and
Ensuring Educational
Objectives
Standard 2: Achieving
Educational Objectives
Through Core Functions
Standard 3: Developing
and Applying Resources and
Organizational Structures to
Ensure Sustainability
Standard 4: Creating an
Organization Committed to
Learning and Improvement

Newsmakers
Catherine G. Ratzin Jackson (Kinesiology) has had her latest book “Nutrition
and the Strength Athlete” published by
CRC Press. She also authored the
chapter “Vitamin and Mineral Considerations for Strength Training.” Other
contributors to the book from Fresno
State were Jacobo O. Morales (Kinesiology) who authored “Energy-Yielding
Nutrients for the Resistive-Trained
Athlete” and Michael G. Coles (Kinesiology) who authored “Hydration and
the Strength Athlete.”
Betty Garcia ( Social Work Education)
has recently been published in The Journal
of Ethnic and Cultural Diversity in Social
Work, Vol. 9 (1/2) 2000, Garcia, B. & D.
Van Soest. “Facilitating Learning on
Diversity: Challenges to the Professor.”
Carol Fry Bohlin (Curriculum, Teaching, and Educational Technology)
presented “Infusing Technology into
Preservice and Graduate Mathematics
Education Courses” and “Mathematics
in the Elementary Classroom–Empowering Preservice and Inservice Teachers” at

the Association of Mathematics Teacher
Educators’ (AMTE) Annual Conference;
Costa Mesa, on Jan. 19 and 20, 2001.
She was also appointed to serve on the
AMTE Technology Task Force.
George B. Kauffman (Chemistry,
Emeritus), “Scientific Research: Process
and Product; Acceptance Address for the
2000 American Chemical Society
Award for Research at an Undergraduate
Institution sponsored by Research
Corporation,” The Chemical Educator,
5(5), 277-292 ( 2000) (published in
print and online versions). Seventy-three
Fresno State student coauthors (19582000) are cited, and the work of more
than two dozen of them is discussed in
detail; (with Kamalendu Dey and
Debasish Bandyopadhyay, University
of Kalyani, India), “Transition Metal
Complexes of Thioderivatives of
Hydrazine,” Journal of the Indian Council
of Chemists, 16, 36-62 (2000); (with
Fresno State student Hiram William
Blanken), “Chemical Database and
Calculation Software,” Journal of College
Science Teaching, 29, 366-367 (2000).

Auxiliary Services director named

D

eborah Adishian-Astone has been
named executive director of Auxiliary
Services, President Welty announced March
19. Adishian-Astone has served the past
three years as the assistant to the vice
president for administration and Save Mart
Center coordinator. Adishian-Astone’s work
at Fresno State spans more than 14 years.
She joined the staff in 1988 as an assistant
facilities planner. She advanced to facilities
planner, interim director of facilities
planning and ultimately was named director

of facilities planning. As executive director of
Auxiliary Services, Adishian-Astone will
oversee more than $22 million in campusrelated operations, including the bookstore,
the university’s food service, the University
Student Union and University Courtyard,
and provide management and financial
services to university auxiliary organizations.
She also will oversee the operation of the
new Save Mart Center at Fresno State
and the university’s recently acquired
power plant.
March 26, 2001
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Did You
Know?

Fresno State is regarded as the garden
campus of the California State University
system. There are several hundred varieties
of plants on the academic campus.
Approximately 3,500 trees make up the
Arboretum, representing at least 200
varieties with many subspecies. The
campus has approximately 60 acres of
grass and 45 acres of parking. Seasonal
color plantings are changed throughout
the year. For fall Facilities Planning used
500 flats (each flat has 36 plants) of
pansies, snapdragons, Icelandic poppies,
three species of primroses, and perennials
like candytuft. Guided tours of the
Arboretum are available by calling the
grounds manager at ext. 8-2373.
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“The play’s the thing”

Forty years of Children’s Theatre
by Pam Dyer

A

lthough several productions in the Fresno
State College Drama program prior to 1960
had been presented specifically for the entertainment
of children, and classes had been taught in dramatics
for children, no formal program for producing
Children’s Theatre had been instituted. During the
academic year 1960-61, Children’s Theatre was
formally set up under the direction of Dr. Janet
Loring, who had special interests in and special
training for developing a Child Drama Center for
FSC. With the support of the administration and
community groups, Loring was able to transport her
cast, sets and props to elementary schools in the area.
In support of her philosophy, “The only way to learn
about children’s theatre is to do it.” Loring wrote a
series of plays centered on the character Mr. Pink
(created by Dan Pessano). During the summer of
1963, the students in the Children’s Theatre program
entertained in Storyland theatre and on the Fulton
Mall. They also traveled to Dinuba for workshops
and performances establishing the touring component
that continues to this day.
During the 1970s the Children’s Theatre program
became the Child Drama Center, complete with its
own staff and performance space. The CDC attracted
parents and educators to the campus by offering
classes in Using Dramatics and Related Arts in
Education. Even today students working toward their
8 University Journal

Performers in the current CDC production of “The Most Powerful Jujus” are (left to right) Lionel Jones, Stephanie
French, Kristen Aldana, Joneen Jackson, and Hanna Jenkins. The 1972 production of “Pinocchio” is pictured top
right; however, the performer’s name was not available.
teaching credentials heavily attend the Creative Dramatics for Children and Puppetry classes.
The Child Drama Center is no longer a part of the
Theatre Arts Department, but the children’s tours remain

a staple of the program. Now under the direction of
Kim Morin, each spring a troupe of dedicated students
travel up and down the valley bringing original works,
classic literature, fairytales and plays with international
themes to elementary school children.

