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Cocola finds formula for entrepreneurial success
by April Schulthies

M

aybe he never became a game
show host, but 40-year radio
and television veteran Gary
Cocola has television in his blood.
Cocola is Fresno State’s third Entrepreneur
in Residence. He recently shared his success
story with the Collegiate Entrepreneur’s
Club, the Central Valley Business Incubator
and students in entrepreneurship classes.
Cocola admits he has been fanatical about
television since 1953. His enthusiasm paid
off–his stations serve the Fresno, Bakersfield,
Sacramento, Santa Maria and Arroyo Grande
television markets. He also operates a home
shopping affiliate in Boise, Idaho.
The Entrepreneur in Residence Program was
established in 1998 to coincide with the
launch of the Entrepreneurship Option and
Entrepreneurship Minor within the Craig
School of Business. It provides students,
faculty, and the Valley community with
opportunities to interact, learn, and share
ideas related to the entrepreneurial process.
The program is hosted by the Institute for
Developing Entrepreneurial Action (IDEA)
at the Craig School of Business. Funding is
provided by the Coleman Foundation.
The weeklong program exposes the selected
entrepreneur to the resources and facilities
that promote and support entrepreneurship
at Fresno State. Candidates are selected based
on their entrepreneurial achievements, their
commitment to supporting young entrepreneurs, and their desire to promote entrepreneurship throughout the Central Valley.

Entrepreneur in Residence Gary Cocola (right) said the university's entrepreneurship program is
vital to people who want to start their own business. He was invited to spend a week on campus
by Timothy Stearns (left), who directs the university's Entrepreneurship Program.
Timothy Stearns, entrepreneurship professor
and director of the university’s Entrepreneurship Program, said Cocola demonstrates the
spirit of an entrepreneur. “Most people think
of television as a mature industry,” Stearns
said. “Cocola’s success is an example of how
an entrepreneur can find a successful niche
even in a mature industry.”

in Fresno. It soon became one of the largest
revenue generators in the Home Shopping
Network.

Now president of Cocola Broadcasting
Companies, Cocola explores nontraditional
uses of television. Like a true entrepreneur,
he never stops thinking of new ideas. He saw
low-power television as the wave of the
future when he started Channel 66 (KHST)

But even though at age 18 he saved enough
to buy a brand new Thunderbird convertible,
Cocola wanted something more. In high
school he worked for Al Radka at Channel 12
(KFRE-TV), on a program called “Open
House,” judging popular records on the
continued on page 2

Cocola started out far from television lights.
At age 11, he worked in a fruit packing house
for 50 cents an hour. “Dad really wanted me
to have a good work ethic,” Cocola said.

News in Brief
Police eye new ID software
FACES, a new software program that
may speed the identification of criminal
suspects, was demonstrated recently to
representatives of the Clovis and Fresno
State police departments. Police nationwide are learning about the software
program, which may also be used in new
ID systems for credit cards. “America’s
Most Wanted” television show recently
featured the software, which was developed
by Interquest Inc. of Quebec, Canada.
For the demonstration of the software, the
programmers used descriptions of celebrities
to produce computer-generated images.
Samples of the renderings are available at
www.fresnostatenews.com.
Students approve new center
Student voters approved the Legacy 2000
referendum, paving the way for construction of a new on-campus recreational center in the Save Mart Center,
scheduled to open in 2002.
In one of the largest student election
turnouts in university history–1,934
ballots cast–students passed the
referendum with 1,389 yes votes to 545
no votes. The League of Women Voters
conducted the two-day election held
Nov. 15 and 16 and also tallied the
ballots for the Associated Students, Inc.
High School gets grant
University High School, the college
preparatory high school in its first year
of operation on campus, has received a
$50,000 grant from the Walter S.
Johnson Foundation.
The funds will be used mostly for
supplemental staffing including tutors
and teachers for the school’s unique
intensive winter and spring sessions.
The school’s four performing groups
will give their first concert on Dec. 5
at 7:30 p.m. in the Fresno State
Concert Hall. For ticket information
or for more information, call ext. 8-8263.

Fresno State professor ‘Discovered’

D

r. Rick Zechman (Biology) was one of
four international scientists whose
research of a lethal strain of alga discovered
recently on the California coast is attracting
media attention around the world. An article
co-authored by Zechman presenting the
findings of the international team appeared
recently in Nature, the British scientific
weekly, and was reported by the French Press
Agency as well as the Los Angeles Times.
The Discovery Channel and the BBC in Canada
sent a video crew to the Fresno State campus
on Nov. 27 to interview Zechman in his
biology laboratory.

Zechman is the only American on the team
with three European scientists. They reported
this strain of marine alga is the same one that
previously destroyed swathes of the Mediterranean seabed after it was accidentally released
16 years ago. It has now resurfaced on the
California coast and is a potential threat to
marine life.

Entrepreneurial success continued from cover
Wednesday portion of the “Traffic Pops” show.
After that he hosted a local dance party
program called “TV Record Hop,” in a format
similar to Dick Clark’s “American Bandstand.”
That gave him the itch to pursue television.
A meeting with a crusty old Los Angeles agent
made 22-year-old Cocola rethink his plans.
The agent told Cocola to consider where he
wanted to be when he was 40 years old and
whether he really wanted to compete with
Hollywood’s
perpetual supply of
new talent.
“As a game show
host, all you have
to sell is yourself,”
Cocola said. “You
become the
commodity.”

various ministries to commit $500,000
during a National Broadcaster’s Association
convention, Cocola got funding to build
Channel 59 (KMSG) in 1985. Later the
station became an affiliate of Telemundo;
that’s when Cocola started Channel 66, which
began broadcasting in 1989.
After his divorce, Cocola took the proceeds
from the sale of his half of Channel 59 and
started Channel 34 in 1991. Soon after, he
started Channel 43.
Now he owns 20
television stations and
sells affordable
advertising spots to
local business through
his Internet site,
www.discounttvspots.com.

“You just never give up.
You always look for a way
to keep going.”

So Cocola got into
selling fresh produce for his father. At 32, he
owned his own business and was chosen to be
on the board of the United Fresh Fruit and
Vegetable Association. It still wasn’t enough.
Cocola wanted his own television station.
In 1977, since he couldn’t afford the $5 million
price tag of an existing station, Cocola applied
to have a new one allocated to the Fresno
market. Seven years and $350,000 later, he
bought out the interests of four other applicants, and the rights to the station were his.
But only the rights. He still had to find $1
million to build the station. By getting
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Zechman’s biology lab in the College of
Science and Mathematics and a University of
Geneva lab in Switzerland are the testing sites
for the scientists as they provide research that
will be used to deal with the alga, Caulerpa
taxifolia, before it can affect the coastal ecosystem.

– Gary Cocola

But entrepreneurial
success isn’t easy,
according to Cocola. He compared his
struggle to chipping away at a brick wall
until it cracks. “You just never give up,”
Cocola said. “You always look for a way to
keep going.”
Stearns agrees. “It took Thomas Edison more
than 1,000 times before he got the light bulb
right,” Stearns said. “Imagine if he’d stopped.”
As Entrepreneur in Residence, Cocola visited
campus Nov. 13-17. Former Entrepreneurs in
Residence were Bruce Musick of Skyline
Concepts in Malaysia and William Lyles of
Lyles Diversified Inc. in Fresno.

Calendar
Supplement to the December Calendar
Special events
FSCF Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, Dec. 6 – Gary Sells
(Education and Human Development)
will be the guest speaker at the annual
Faculty/Staff Christian Fellowship holiday
luncheon held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Residence Dining Facility. Tickets
are $8.75 each and must be purchased by
5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 4. For tickets, call
Evelyn Harris, ext. 8-4169.
“La Pastorela” Thursday, Dec. 7 – A
traditional cultural Christmas play is
presented at 7 p.m. in the Satellite
Student Union by Teatro T.O.R.T.I.L.L.A.
Patrons are asked to bring a toy or
canned goods for the homeless;
however, a donation is not required.
Holiday Buffet Tuesday, Dec. 12 –
The University Restaurant will serve a
special holiday buffet from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. at $7.50.
University Holiday Celebration
Thursday, Dec. 14 – The annual
campuswide holiday party, sponsored by
the Staff Assembly, Office of the
President and University Food Services,
will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. in the
Residence Dining Facility. U.S. Marines
will again be collecting Toys for Tots at
the event. Bring a toy and get a free
photo with Santa taken.

Life+Work+Links
“Holiday Stress” Tuesday, Dec. 12 –
Don Romsa, Lutheran Campus
Ministry, speaks from noon to 1 p.m. in
Smittcamp Alumni House on ways of
preparing for the holidays to help make
them more meaningful and less hectic.

CETL events
“Implementing Information Technology into the Curriculum” Thursday,
Dec. 7 –Faculty are invited to bring a
lunch and view a live satellite videoconference from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in
University Center 202.

FYI

Campus Announcements
Snowfest
Faculty, staff and their friends and families are
invited to the fifth annual Snowfest at Sierra
Summit Ski Resort scheduled for Saturday,
Feb. 10. Skiing and snowboarding are just
some of the events planned. Skiers and nonskiers will have a chance to win valuable prizes
in a variety of events including a snowman
contest and downhill racing. The Snowfest
committee asks that you mark your calendar
and plan to join in the winter fun. For more
information, call Diane Jenkins at ext. 8-5336.
Free massage
Students in the Department of Kinesiology
will give free massages to university employees
from 8 to 10 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 18,
Tuesday, Dec. 19, and Wednesday, Dec. 10,
in North Gym 201. Reservations are on a

FYI covers on-campus announcements and advance notice of events.
Submissions from faculty and staff are invited.
Submit typewritten information to Journal,
M/S TA49, fax it to ext. 8-2436, or e-mail the
material to journal@csufresno.edu. The deadline
for the next issue is Jan. 18 at 5 p.m.

first-come, first-served basis and may be made
by calling ext. 8-2016. Participants should
bring a large beach towel and should wear
shorts and halter top or a swimsuit. Oil or
lotion is optional.
CSEA meeting
Chapter 309 will meet Tuesday, Dec. 12, at
noon in University Center 202.
January CETL event
The annual Conference on Excellence in
Teaching and Learning will be held from
12:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the Smittcamp Alumni
House. The agenda and registration are
available online at www.csufresno.edu/cetl/
events/conference.html, or call the Center for
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning at
ext. 8-2819.

Holiday Gifts
available on Campus
Baskets
The Student Dietetic Association offers
baskets stuffed with fruits, nuts, cookies
and other holiday goodies. Prices are $8
for small and $12 for large baskets. To
order, call ext. 8-2343 by Dec. 13; leave
name, phone number, quantity, and size.
Baskets will be delivered on Dec. 18.
Food and Plants
The Farm Market has a number of gift
ideas. Flowering plants, including
poinsettias, and other green plants in pots
make great gifts. Gift boxes with a variety
of Fresno State wines range from $10.95
to $125. Also, gift baskets can be assembled
with your choice of wines, raisins, almonds,
jars of salsa, jams and jelllies, or cranberry
sauce. Basket prices begin at $10. Call
ext. 8-4511 for market hours.

Flowers
Holiday floral arrangements and wreaths
are available through the Floral Lab. Call
ext. 8-7627 to order. Poinsettia plants in
red, white and pink are available for $5
each Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the horticulture green houses
on Chestnut and Barstow.
Kennel Bookstore
Gift possibilities from the Bookstore
include such things as photo frames,
clothing, computers, stuffed animals and
a large selection of books. There is sure to
be something just right for all of those on
your shopping list. Free gift wrapping is
available. Call ext. 8-4062 for store hours.
December 4, 2000
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Very Happy
Holiday Season
as we come to the close of the
year 2000 and look forward
to a new year.

Fall Harvest Gathering

Celebrating the Season!

T

he holiday season began on campus with the Fall Harvest Gathering sponsored
by the Staff Assembly. This annual event is a time for enjoying coffee and pie,
visiting with co-workers, and bidding on choice items in the silent auction. Above left,
Dayna Matsumura (Accounting Services) and son, Kyle, choose a star from the Salvation Army
Star Tree. Left, Linda Kishi (Kennel Bookstore) tries the cherry pie. Top right, Nancy Rodriguez
(Facilities Planning) checks out one of the many gift baskets that were available at the auction.
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